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MEDIA RELEASE  

Canberra, 27 January: A recently released Productivity Commission report highlighted the decline in 
student literacy and numeracy outcomes.  

There is much current evidence that demonstrates the positive impact that school libraries with 
trained teacher librarians and library staff have on student wellbeing and achievement. The ACT 
Government addressed this in their document School Libraries the Heart of 21 Century Learning.[1] 
The 2016 Softlink Australian and New Zealand school library survey [2] indicated “a relationship 
between well-funded and well-staffed libraries and student achievement. The findings show, once 
again, a correlation between high NAPLAN literacy results and well-resourced libraries.” 

“There has never been a better time than now for change.” says ASLA President Natalie Otten. 
“There is a clear lack of equity of access to school library resources and facilities across all states and 
territories in Australia. School libraries staffed by trained personnel are the key to not only 
improving learning outcomes but also contributing to increased wellbeing of students.”  

The recommendations of the report are missing a key element that will have an impact on student 
learning outcomes, the school library. The mission of The Australian School Library Association 
(ASLA) is to promote an understanding of the aims, needs and educational significance of school 
library resource services and teacher librarianship. We have been earnestly campaigning for many 
years for a qualified person in every school library to ensure that students can have the right book at 
the right time to encourage lifelong love of reading, that by extension improves students' literacy 
levels. 

In order to have a vision that will include the best possible learning outcomes for students, it is 
essential that all schools prioritise a school library with qualified personnel and a specialised curated 
collection of materials that can meet their needs.  

 
[1] Australian Capital Territory. Education Directorate. (2019). School libraries: the heart of 21st 
century learning, Retrieved January 23, 2023, from http://nla.gov.au/nla.obj-2849695078  

[2] Softlink. (2016). Softlink Australian School Library Survey: A five-year review. Access, 30(2), 26-32. 
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